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I'car Represcntatives Ney and Hoyer:

We are writing to express the support of the National Conference of State Legislatures for H.R. 3295, the "Help
America Vote Act of 2001.° We commend you on your leadership in undertaking to draft sound election reform
Jogislation and appreciate your steadfast willingness to work with states to craft a balanced bill for states and the
American people. H.R. 3295 providcs an effective means for states to update and change their clectiop processes
without an unduly burdensome federal prescnce, and with much-needed federal financial support.

State legislators are committed 1o a fair clection process. The bipartisan NCSL Elections Reform Task Force
2dopted ten core principles that embody the fundamental views of elections in the states. The first principle is that
“the right to vote is perhaps the most basic and fundamental of all the rights guaranteed by the U.S. democratic form
of government. Implicit in that right is the right to have one's vote count and the right to have as nearly perfect an
«lection proceeding as can be provided”” NCSL believes that the core principles enumerated in H.R. 3295 arc
consistent with the findings of our own Election Reform Task Force and identify an appropriste role for the federal
yovernment in meeting the states' shared commitments to modemnizing the voling process and ensuring the integrity
ol the ballot.

Although HR. 3295 contains minimum standards that will require states to certify that they have enacted legislation
10 provide for such things as a statewide voter registration database and provisional voting, these standards do not
nandate how states should fulfill thesc requirements, thus allowing for necessary state flexibility in the
implementation of the standards. It is only through a flexible approach 1o election reform that states can
meaningfully improve clections processes for all voters. NCSL is satisficd that H.R. 3295 provides sufficient state
Tlexibility.

We also wish 10 underscore the importance of receiving an appropriate amount of federal monics to assist state's with
the implementation of those standards that may otherwise be too costly. In these uncertain times and tight state
budgets, federal financial assistance is critical to statcs’ compliance with these new federal standards. We
understand there is a commitment from Speaker Hastert and the Adminiszration that sufficient federal funds will be
appropriated to mect the needs of the states under this bill. We urge you to continue to smive for federal funding.

We again thank you for your cxcellent leadership on this issue and look forward to working with you for passage of
this bill. Please have your staff contact Susan Parnas Frederick at (202) 624-3566 or Alysoun McLaughlin at (202)
624-8691 or by c-mall at susan. frederick@ncsl.ors, alysoun.melaughlin@nesl.org. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Speaker Martin R. Stephens

: Representative Daniel T, Bluc
Ut Repre o5
ah House of septaives North Carolina House of Representatives

Denver Wyshington

1560 Breadway Suire 700 444 Nereh Capisol Seveer NW. Suste 515 Webrite www nesl org
LDenrer. Colorads $0202 Wishingron, D C. 20001

Phone 303.830.2200 Fax 303,563 4003 Phane 202,624 5400 Fax 202.737. 1069

NOU 27 81 11:53
PRGE . @2



